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IN MEMORIAM 
Guy Hirsch 
(1915-1993) 1 
The mathematician d philosopher of mathematics Guy Hirsch died on August 
4, 1993. Hirsch was born in London on September 20, 1915, but made Brussels his 
home from 1918 until the end of his life. He earned his license in mathematics in 
1936 and his doctorate one year later, both at the Universit6 libre de Bruxelles, 
becoming agrOgO in 1948. He joined the faculty at the Rijkslandbouwhogeschool 
in Gand in 1949 before accepting a teaching post at his alma mater in 1957. 
Hirsch thrived in the teaching and research atmosphere of his university. Ac- 
cording to Paul van Praag, one of his students in the 1950s, "he was one of those 
professors for whom discussion was a natural activity and who treated his students 
like future mathematicians. He was quick-tongued, and remained so throughout 
his life, but he was always warm and approachable. He encouraged students and 
young researchers." 
As a mathematician, Hirsch worked principally in algebraic topology and is best 
known for his research on fiber spaces and on the calculation of their homology 
groups [1]. As a philosopher of mathematics, hefocused principally on the epistemol- 
ogy of mathematics [2], putting forth his ideas in numerous articles as well as in a 
large number of book reviews published in the pages of the Bulletin de la SociOtO 
mathOmatique d Belgique. 
His reviews in the latter publication also underscore his commitment to the 
Soci6t6 mathdmatique d  Belgique. Beginning in 1947, Hirsch served as the Society's 
deputy secretary. He became the secretary in 1953 and remained in that position 
until his death, working tirelessly to build the Society's reputation i ternationally [3]. 
Throughout his career, Hirsch held many fellowships and received many honors 
and awards. Among the latter, he won the Prix Empain for the mathematical 
sciences in 1938, the Alumni Prize of the Cercle des Alumni in 1950, and the Prix 
Franqois Deruyts of the Acaddmie royale de Belgique in 1954. His achievements 
were further ecognized in 1973 with his elevation to the Koninklijke Academie 
van Belgie voor Wetenschappen a d in 1983 with his receipt of the title of Doctor 
honoris causa from the University of Dijon. 
The Soci6t6 math6matique d Belgique will soon honor his memory through its 
t The following obituary was adapted by the managing editor from [5] and from personal remarks 
of Paul van Praag, former president of the Soci6t6 math6matique d  Belgique. 
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publication of his selected works [4]. Moreover, thanks to the foresight of Hirsch's 
son, Patrick, the Guy Hirsch room at the Universit6 libre de Bruxelles now houses 
Hirsch's library, and the University Archives will serve as the repository of his 
correspondence. The latter contains, among much else, correspondence from the 
1930s through the 1960s which will prove essential for a complete understanding 
of the evolution of algebraic topology. Hirsch's correspondents included Heinz 
Hopf, Jean Leray, Saunders Mac Lane, Jean-Louis Koszul, Henri Caftan, Jean- 
Pierre Serre, Samuel Eilenberg, Jean Dieudonn6, and Peter Hilton. 
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